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Relating to S equence Listing (see Section 802 of the Administrative T — ' * 
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Basis of the report 



1 . SSsS 5 is based on 016 intemational appiication 5 the ianguage * which » was gied > »*» 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 
I | international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23. 1 (b)) 

Q publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 
i | international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 
2 " ISltlr^ international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 

[X] the international application as originally filed/furnished 
| | the description: 

as originally filed/furnished 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 



[™j the claims: 



| "| the drawings: 



pages 

pages* 

pages* 



pages 
pages* 
pages* 
pages* 



as originally filed/furnished 

as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 



pages* 
pages* 



as originally filed/furnished 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 
□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
3 ' EH The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

CZ1 * e description, pages 

[J] the claims, Nos. 

| | the drawings, sheets/figs 

1 | the sequence listing (specify): 

I I any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 

4 - □ ™ s re P or t has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
mad e, smce they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the SuppHS 

| | the description, pages 

1 j the claims, Nos. 

| | the drawings, sheets/figs 

| | the sequence listing (specify): 

I | ^ table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 
If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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B ° X N °' 1«* S „n O Re !. S0ne ? Sta * en,ent under ArticIe 35 ( 2 ) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability: 
citations and explanations supporting such statement »vpuK.auuny, 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 1 . 48 



YES 

Claims - . j^-q 



Inventive step (IS) claims 1-48 



YES 

Claims - NO 



Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-48 



YES 

Claims - j^q 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

this report d ° CUmentS identified in International Search Report have been considered for the purposes of - 

D2- US 6233890 
D3 - CA 1298454 
D4- US 5027572 

NOVELTY (K) 

^X eSe ? + kV t nt S iS dkeCted t0 a rainscreen apparatus including a substantially rigid air barrier adapted for 
attachment to a building structure, a rainscreen panel adapted for attachment over the air barrier, a spacing 

SlnteHt. P Pr ™ de * ClearanCe s P ace betwee » *e air barrier and the rainscreen panel; and sealinf means 
adapted to provide substantial pressure equalisation within the clearance space. . 
None of the citations discloses the invention as defined. 

The closest art, D2, discloses a sheathing membrane which allows water to drain from a cavity or space between 

21 r ** eXten ° r W ? U member ' D2 does not discIose use of a rigid air barrier nor does it disclose 

tne use of sealing means to provide substantial pressure equalisation of the clearance space between the air 
barrier and the exterior rainscreen panel. 

Zlhlt™ *i * 6 T ° f CaViti6S b6tWeen adjaCent panels mounted on a ****** The cities are pressure equalised 
wtfh the exterior to prevent water penetrating into the cavities. D3 however does not disclose the use of 

fh^Ti Pane i • ° Ver * substantiallv rigid air barrier to provide a clearance spacing therebetween, and " 

the use of a sealing means to provide substantial pressure equalisation within the clearance space. 

S,tlfh^° a m ° iStUre ^ Vap T b T rier * 311 eXterior msula tion finish system. D4 fails to disclose a clearance 
space between a rainscreen panel and a substantially rigid air barrier. 

tonovtllty 1116 SUbj6Ct matter ° f ° laimS 1-48 iS n6W md meetS * e re( l uirements of Article 33(2) PCT with regard 
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Certain documents cited 



Certain published documents (Rule 70. 10) 

Application No. Publication date 
Patent No. (dav/monih/vear) 

US 6745531 8 June 2004 



Filing date 
(day/month/year) 

31 July 2001 



Priority date ( valid claim) 
(dav/month/vear) 

31 July 2001 



2. Non-written disclosures (Rule 70.9) 



Kind of non-written disclosure 



Date of non-written disclosure 
(day/month/year) 



Date of written disclosure 
referring to non-written disclosure 
(day/month/year) 
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Supplemental Box 



In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient. 
Continuation of: Box V 



INVENTIVE STEP (IS\ 

Claims 1-48 also meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(3) with regard to the requirement of Inventive Step 
because the prior art does not obviously suggest to a person skilled in the art the use of a rainscreen apparatus 
including a substantially rigid air barrier adapted for attachment to a building structure, a rainscreen panel 
adapted for attachment over the air barrier, a spacing member adapted to provide a clearance space between the 
air barrier and the rainscreen panel; and sealing means adapted to provide substantial pressure equalisation within 
the clearance space. 



INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY OA) 

The claims are related to products capable of commercial application. 



With regard to the documents) listed in Box VI under "certain documents cited", these are documents published 
prior to the international filing date but later than the priority date claimed but which would otherwise be 
considered to be of particular relevance. 

Under the PCT, novelty is considered only in respect of documents published before the priority date. The 
relevance of a document published after the priority date is dependent upon national law. Such documents are 
excluded from consideration in preliminary examination, under the PCT Guidelines but have been included here 
for information. 

The citation US 6745531 appears to disclose the invention defined by claims 1-13, 17-22, 26-28 and 30-42. 
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